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Response to a Restriction Requirement: Applicant has elected claims 1-11 and 15-18 
with traverse. Applicant argues that in making the restriction requirement, the examiner referred 
to Group II as defining a file server and workstation, but then asserts that this can be a stand- 
alone workstation. Applicant asserts that this is logically not correct, and is contradictory. In 
making the restriction requirement, examiner provided two alternate examples of the apparatus, 
and one of the examples does define the workstation and file server as separate entities. 
Furthermore, the question raised in making the restriction is not what the apparatus is supposed 
to look like, but instead, whether the apparatus can perform patentably distinct method steps. 
Examiner has found that the apparatus is capable of performing patentably distinct method steps 
(i.e. word processing, numerical calculation, and programming), which supports the basis for 
making the restriction. Applicant has not traversed or otherwise addressed the distinct method 
steps recited by the examiner which serve as the basis for the restriction. Accordingly, the 
restriction is sustained and made final. It is noted that onlv the restriction is made final, but that 
the office action is otherwise non-final 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-11 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wallach et al. (U.S. Patent 6,292,905). 

Claim 1: Reference is made to FIG.5A, The system includes a server (56) which is a file 
serer based on the presence of file content distributed by the server (col. 5, Une 3). A file system 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,955 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2164 

(RAID 80) stored software and data, and is accessible to the file server (56). A client system (68) 
is also shown. A second server (54) is also shown which is readable as a workstation, by reason 
that it is a computer capable of manipulating data. As seen in FIG. 5C, if a failure occurs on the 
server and FIG. 6, the flow of data or software passes through the workstation (54) and then on 
to the client (68) when a request for such data or software is made by the cUent. This flow is 
illustrated by arrow (250) and described at col. 7, lines 55-60. 

Claim 2: The RAID system (80) is a centralized collection of data and software which 
constitutes a database. 

Claim 3: The file server (56) is a database server and includes a database (col. 4, lines 25- 

30). 

Claim 4: The workstation (54) is also a server, and thus the system of FIG. 5 A includes 
multiple servers. As seen in FIG. 5C, when the server (56) fails, data transfer loads are 
distributed to the server (56). Traffic is thus distributed to the servers as needed. 

Claim 5: Col. 13, lines 36-38 describe the process where a server implements a heartbeat 
to determine whether other servers have resumed normal operation. 

Claim 6: Col. 4, lines 28-30 describe a protocol referred to as "Netware Directory 
Services" which constitutes a network file system (NFS) protocol. The AFS system, and 
combination AFS and NFS system are optionally recited, and thus carry no patentable weight. 

Claim 7: See remarks for claim 1. Since the workstation (54) is a computer, it inherently 
includes control files which control its operation. Client applications (i.e. client software), such 
as the client operating system are not stored on the server by reason that they are stored on the 
client. 
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Claim 8: As seen in FIG. 5C, when a failure occurs on the server (56), data transfers 
from (80), through the workstation (54) and on to the client. Since the file system (RAID) is an 
array of disks, it provides permanent storage of information and programs. 

Claim 9: As stated with respect to claim 7, the workstation (54) will inherently include 
some control files to control its operation. Since the workstation (54) is a server, those control 
files would necessarily be controlling a server, and thus would constitute server settings. 

Claim 10: In FIG. 5A, the interface between the file server (56) and the workstation (54) 
is the LAN (local area network). 

Claim 11: The file system is a RAID (80). The recitation of a SCSI drive is optionally 
recited and therefore carries no patentable weight. 

Claim 15: FIG. 5A illustrates a file server (56) and means for storing client applications 
and data (RAID 80— a disk system functionally capable of storing data or appUcations). The 
means for retrieving the client applications is the client (68) which is fiinctionally capable of 
requesting and retrieving data and/or appUcations and executing applications. 

Claim 16: The client computer (68) is fimctionally capable of retrieving applications at 
any time so requested by a user and executing applications at any time so requested by a user. 

Claim 17: FIG. 5A illustrates a computer (68) which includes a CPU. The computer (68) 
inherently includes volatile memory, such as RAM or cache memory which communicates with 
the CPU. The CPU (68) is in communication with an extemal file system (80) and can retrieve 
information from extemal file system (80) and execute applications. The CPU can execute client 
appHcations by reason that it is located on a client computer. 

Claim 18: See remarks for claim 16. 
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